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1
CAMCORDER

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The invention is directed to a unitary video camera
recorder (camcorder) and in particular to a charge cou-
pled device (CCD) based portable camcorder providing
low resolution video and audio recording and playback
at low cost.

With the explosion in production of video compo-
nents and in particular video recording cameras, the
combined camera recorder (camcorder) has increased
in popularity. Camcorders are self-contained camera
recorder units which allow recording and ususally play
back, of live events. The camcorders are produced in
the standard VHS, BETA and 8 MM formats used in
home video cassette recording units. These camcorders
utilize sophisticated circuitry and optics in an attempt to
achieve recording capabilitics comparable with profes-
sional video equipment. To do this, optics capable of
producing a high resolution display are utilized. The
circuitry is also geared to resolving a higher number of
lines and the video tape stores enormous amounts of
information required for the high bandwidth (2-4 MHz)
needed to produce a high resolution color tv signal. The
high bandwidth requirements require accurate and
therefore expensive optics, circuitry and tape drive and
head mechanisms for reliable functioning. These func-
tional constraints coupled with the desire for portability
significantly increase the cost of the system.

There is a need for inexpensive camcorders which
function adequately with low resolution displays. The
low resolution camcorders are particularly useful, if
relatively inexpensive, as toys for children, as baby or
child monitors, as security cameras for use in private
homes and industrial locations, and for various other
uses. High resolution camcorders of the type now avail-
able commercially cost in excess of $1,000. Accord-
ingly, there is a need for a highly portable, low cost and
low resolution camcorder.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The invention is generally directed to a video appara-
tus for storing video images on a recording medium and
replaying the stored images on a display. A camera
mechanism converts light images into electrical video
signals. A processor -circuitry coupled to the camera
mechanism includes means for converting the elec-
tronic video signals into a low bandwidth frequency
modulated storage signal with the bandwidth substan-
tially lower than in a standard television video signal. A
recording mechanism coupled to the processing means
stores the low bandwidth frequency modulated storage
signal on an audio cassette, which has a standard speed
allowing storage of an audio bandwidth signal. The
recording mechanism includes a drive mechanism for
driving the audio cassette at higher than normal speed
to increase the bandwidth storage capacity of the audio
cassette. A recording head mechanism stores the low
bandwidth frequency modulated storage signal on the
audio cassette. The video apparatus also includes a
switch mechanism for switching the video apparatus
from a record mode where video images are stored on
an audio cassette to a playback mode where the stored
images are read off the audio cassette and displayed on
the video display. In playback mode, the low band-
width video signal is converted to a higher frequency
standard television bandwidth video signal for display.
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2
The rate conversion from a low bandwidth video signal
to a standard television video signal is performed by a
“ping-pong” digital memory system. The video appara-
tus also adjusts the sensitivity of the camera mechanism
by adjusting the exposure time of the camera mecha-
nism based on the incident light.

Accordingly, it is an object of the invention to pro-
vide an improved camcorder.

Another object of the invention is to provide an im-
proved low cost, low resolution camcorder.

A further object of the invention is to provide an
improved camcorder which utilizes a CCD array to
receive the incoming light and audio tape to record the
low resolution picture signal and audio signal.

A further object of the invention is to provide an
improved camcorder which uses a low resolution CCD
array which operates slower than the TV frame rate to
reduce the bandwidth and corresponding storage re-
quirements to allow use of increased speed standard
audio cassette tape as a storage medium.

Another object of the invention is to provide a CCD
based camcorder utilizing an automatic irising system
which controls the exposure time and thus improves
contrast under varying light conditions.

Yet a further object of the invention is to provide an
improved camcorder which utilizes a “ping-pong” type
output based on a two frame RAM to convert from a
slow scan to standard television scan rates.

Still another object of the invention is to provide an
improved camcorder utilizing an aspheric lens which
allows for fixed focusing from as close as an inch out to
infinity.

Still other objects and advantages of the invention
will in part be obvious and will in part be apparent from
the specification.

The invention accordingly comprises the features of
construction, combinations of elements, and arrange-
ments of parts which will be exemplified in the con-
structions hereinafter set forth, and the scope of the
invention will be indicated in the claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For a further understanding of the invention, refer-
ence is had to the following description taken in con-
nection with the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 s a side elevational view of a camcorder con-
structed in accordance with a preferred embodiment of
the invention;

FIG. 2 is a functional block diagram of the camcorder
constructed in accordance with a preferred embodi-
ment of the invention;

FIG. 3 is an enlarged side elevational view, partially
cut away, of the optical system of the camcorder con-
structed in accordance with a preferred embodiment of
the invention;

FIG. 4 is a side elevational view of an aspheric lens
utilized in the optical system of the camcorder;

FIG. 5 is a schematic side elevational view of the
aspheric lens, CCD window and CCD surface in accor-
dance with a preferred embodiment of the optical sys-
tem, :

FIG. 6 is a schematic side elevational view similar to
FIG. 5 of a lens array, CCD window and CCD surface
constructed in accordance with a second embodiment
of the optical system,;

FIG. 7 is a functional block diagram of the video
cassette recorder portion of the camcorder circuitry;
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FIG. 8 is a graph comparing signals within the sys-
tem;

FIG. 9 is a graphical comparison of the output volt-
age as a function of the product of the incident light and
time of exposure; and

FIG. 10 is a block diagram of the CCD array.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

Reference is made to FIG. 1 wherein a camcorder,
generally indicated as 100 constructed in accordance
with a preferred embodiment of the invention is de-
picted. Camcorder 100 has a case 101 which includes a
handle portion 102. Camcorder 101 has an optical input
portion 103 and a view finder 104. Camcorder 100 has a
tape compartment 105 sized to receive a standard audio
cassette. Tape compartment 105 is closed by a tape
compartment door 106 which is hinged at the top and
protects the tape heads 107. The tape compartment also
includes drive shafts 108 used to advance the tape
within the cassette. Handle 102 defines an interior space
108 to allow the user to easily hold the handle. Interior
space 108 also protects control buttons 109, 110, 111,
112, 113 and 114 which are used to control record/play
back operation, tape movement and tape ejection. A
microphone 115 is used to receive sound for recording
on the tape.

Camcorder 100 is adapted to be held and operated
with one hand. The user sights the subject through
viewfinder 104, presses the appropriate control button
to begin recording and follows the subject through the
viewfinder. The recording process can be stopped, the
tape rewound and the recorded video signal output for
display on a television or specially designed monitor.

Reference is made to FIG. 2 wherein a functional
block diagram of a camcorder, generally indicated as
100, constructed in accordance with a preferred em-
bodiment of the invention is depicted. Camcorder 100
includes a lens 150. In a preferred embodiment, lens 150
is an aspheric lens. The incoming light travels an optical
path through lens 150 and contacts charge coupled
device (CCD) array 160. The CCD array is a 90120
element matrix for a black and white picture although
color images can also be produced. This creates 10,800
pixels, about one quarter of the pixels in a standard
television system. CCD array 160 is driven by a CCD
driver 170 controlled by a timing generator 180. Driv-
ing generator 180 is synchronized by a crystal 182.
Timing generator 180 also produces other timing signals
used throughout camcorder 100. CCD array 160 gener-
ates a video output by integrating the light to which the
pixels are exposed which is amplified by a preamplifier
190. CCD array 160, which is a frame transfer device,
generally has an output on the order of 100 mv. In the
preferred embodiment preamplifier 190 amplifies the
CCD array output by a factor of five to providea 0.5 V
peak to peak output voltage.

The amplified video signal is then input to a video
cassette recorder (VCR)circuit 200. VCR circuit 200,
which in a preferred embodiment is a VLSI chip, de-
scribed in greater detail with respect to FIG. 7, includes
circuitry for processing the video input signal received
from CCD array 160 into an FM signal suitable for
storage on magnetic tape. VCR circuitry 200 receives a
horizontal sync pulse at input terminal 202 from timing
generator 180. VCR chip 200 outputs the frequency
modulated signal to a write amplifier 210 which ampli-
fies the signal to an appropriate level.

4
The output of the write amplifier 210 is stored on
magnetic audio tape in cassette recorder/player 240. A
record/playback switch 220 and head 230 are between

" write amplifier 210 and cassette recorder/player 240.
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Cassette recorder/player 240 is adapted to record and
play on standard audio cassettes which ordinarily have
a clean bandwidth of about 12-15 kHz. Cassette recor-
der/player 240 drives the audio tape about eight times
faster than the standard cassette rate of 1§ inches per
second. This results in a clear bandwidth in excess of
about 100 kHz on the standard audio cassette. This
bandwidth is compared with the 2-4 MHz bandwidth of
standard color TV signals.

For playback, cassette player 240 is operated in its
playback mode and switch 220 is switched from its
record to its playback position. This connects head 230
to playback preamplifier 250 rather than write amplifier
210. Head 230 outputs a signal to playback preamplifier
250. Playback preamplifier 250 amplifies the signal out-
put from cassette recorder/player 240 to a level appro-
priate for VCR chip 200 at tape input terminal 204.
VCR Chip 200 converts the stored signal into a video
signal which is output at video output terminal 205. The
video signal output from video output terminal 205 has
black levels fixed to an appropriate level by clamping
circuit 260. The clamped video signal is then fed into an
analog to digital (A/D) converter circuit 270 which
converts the analog video signal into a digital video
signal. A/D circuit 270 receives timing signals from
timing generator 180. The A/D timing signals are syn-
chronous with the timing for a pixel and are successive
approximation signals so that the digital signals output
from A/D converter 270 can be fed pixel by pixel into
the random access memory (RAM) 280.

RAM 280 is configured to hold two complete frames
of video information. While one frame is receiving,
pixel-by-pixel the digital video information, the other
frame of video information is output to television 310
through digital to analog (D/A) converter 290, which
receives the television sync signals from timing genera-
tor 180. The analog signal is transmitted to television
310 through RF modulator 300.

The 90-100 kHz bandwidth of camcorder 100, as
compared to the 2-4 MHz bandwidths of standard color
television broadcasts, allows for significant reductions
in speeds of the various components and thus, decreased
costs. However, the reduced bandwidth also reduces
the information which can be transmitted within a given
time period. As a result, a reduced resolution picture is
created. To increase the resolution of the image at the
reduced bandwidth, VCR circuit 200 takes longer than
the standard TV scanning time for a signal frame to
output a full frame of pixel information to RAM 280. In
practice a full frame of pixels is transmitted from VCR
circuit 200 to RAM 280 in the time a standard television
would display four frames. As a result, while one frame
in RAM 280 is receiving a new video image, television
310 is repeatedly displaying the image stored in the
other frame of RAM 280. The output of video signals
from RAM 280 utilizes a ping pong type effect. When
frame one in RAM 280 receives new video information
from VCR circuit 200 the video image stored in frame
two is output and displayed on TV 310. As soon as
frame one has a complete image, signaled by the verti-
cal sync pulse produced by timing generator 180 the
video image in frame one is output to television 310 and
the next video image is input to frame two. Thus, when
frame two has received a complete new video image,
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that image is output to television 310 and frame one
begins receiving another video frame. In this way the
resolution of the video signal is improved beyond the
bandwidth capacity for a real time television system
while allowing display on a standard television. This
type of system is known as slow scan TV because there
is reduced dynamic imaging due to the repetitive dis-
play of screens.

In the preferred embodiment the video system oper-
ates with a rate of 180 kHz which results in 5.5 us/pixel
although variations in this rate are suitable.

Reference is next made to FIG. 3 wherein a cut-away
side elevational view of optical portion 103 of cam-
corder 100 is shown in greater detail. A CCD array chip
390 is secured to a PC board 400. The CCD array has an
output level of approximately 100 mV. A lens holder
380, which secures the lens in place and aligns the lens
with the CCD array, is coupled to the CCD array 390.
An opening 370 in case 101 is aligned with lens holder
380 to allow light to contact lens holder 380 for trans-
mission to CCD array 390. A protective layer 360 seals
off opening 370 and lens holder 380 from the exterior.
Protective layer 360 may be a clear plastic or include a
filter. In either case protective layer 360 protects the
lens and CCD array from damage and dust which
would significantly degrade the picture quality. The
light contacting the active potion of CCD array 390 is
transmitted through only a small portion of protective
layer 360. Accordingly, a variety of filters for different
light conditions may be incorporated in protective layer
360 and rotation of layer 360 to place the appropriate
portion in front of CCD array 390 may be utilized.

A flared section 350, coupled to the exterior of case
101 surrounds protective layer 360. A lens cap (not
shown) can be utilized to further protect protective
layer 360 and the other optical components when the
camcorder is not in use.

Reference is next made to FIG. 4 wherein a side
elevational view of a lens 450 constructed in accor-
dance with a first embodiment of the invention is de-
picted. Lens 450 has a front face 451 and a back face
452. Light enters lens 450 through front face 451, pro-
ceeding through lens 450 and exiting through back face
452. Lens 450 is an aspheric lens of circular cross sec-
tion with the diameter of edge 454 being about 2.75 mm
and the thickness from face 451 to the furthest point of
surface 452 being about 1.5 mm. As a result of these

small dimensions, the use of a lens holder 380, described
above, is essential to assure proper and reliable align-
ment and safety of the lens.

Lens 450 includes a shallow, concave aspheric front
surface located at the center of curvature of a spherical
back surface 452. As a result, the center thickness of
lens 450 is equal to the radius of back surface 452. The
radius of curvature of concave aspherical front surface
453 identified as 0, is approximately 0.8 mm. The radius
of curvature of back surface 452, identified as 8 is about
1.6 mm. This design produces a lens which has a fixed
focus from about one inch out to infinity. The image
field about three feet away from the lens is approxi-
mately 20 inches by 15 inches. The lens may be made of
a variety of materials. However, in a preferred embodi-
ment the lens 450 is manufactured as a single acrylic
piece with a yellow tint which filters out more than 85
percent of the light having wave lengths less than 520
nm.

Reference is next made to FIG. 5 wherein a sche-
matic side elevational view of the optical system con-
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6

structed in accordance with a first preferred embodi-
ment of the invention is depicted. The optical system
includes lens 450 and CCD array 390. CCD array 390
includes a CCD window 391 through which light
passes and CCD surface 392 where the incident light is
integrated into electrical signals. In a preferred embodi-
ment the CCD window 391 is approximately 0.77 mm
thick and is placed no more than 2.0 mm in front of
CCD surface 392. As a result, the back focal length
requirement of surface 452 must be greater than 2.8 mm.
The portion of lens 450 through which light will pass
and contact CCD surface 392 is smaller than asperic
concave portion 453. Surface 453 is made significantly
larger than necessary to minimize distortion effects at
the corners of the field. In accordance with the depicted
arrangement the distortion is less than four percent in
the corners of the field. This compares favorably with
the corner distortion in many home video cameras
which exceeds six percent at times. The lines in FIG. §
indicate the manner in which light is transmitted
through lens 450 to CCD surface 392.

The extremely compact design of aspheric lens 450
and CCD array 390 significantly cuts the cost of pro-
ducing camcorder 100. Aspheric lens 450 provides all of
the optics required. Protective layer 360 seals the area
around lens 450 and CCD array 390. Because of the
almost microscopic dimensions of these elements any
dust or smudges on the lens would significantly impair
performance. However, with protective layer 360 in
place and flared section 350 extending outwardly the
optical system is well protected. Lens 450 operates at
F/5.6 with tlie optical system as configured.

Reference is next made to FIG. 6 wherein an optical
system constructed in accordance with a second pre-
ferred embodiment of the invention is depicted. The
optical system still includes CCD array 390 with win-
dow 391 and CCD surface 392. However, instead of
single lens 450, the embodiment of FIG. 6 includes two
lenses 460 and 470. Lens 460 has a back surface 462
similar to back surface 452 of lens 450. However, the
front surface 461 of lens 460 is not aspheric in shape. A
separate lens 470 is used to provide the correction to
compensate for the correction provided by aspheric
concavity 453 in lens 450 of the first embodiment. The
advantage of the embodiment of FIG. 5 is the single lens
which minimizes the cost of assembly and obviates the
precise alignment required between lenses 460 and 470
in FIG. 6.

Reference is next made to FIG. 7 wherein a circuit
diagram of VCR circuit 200 constructed in accordance
with a preferred émbodiment of the invention is de-
picted. VCR circuit 200 has a variety of input and out-
put pins or terminals. These will be referred to by termi-
nal number in the following discussion. In the record
mode VCR circuit 200 receives the output from CCD
array preamplifier 190 at input terminal 30. The input
signal is input to an automatic gain control amplifier.
The automatic gain control amplifier improves the sen-
sitivity of the CCD array to varying levels of light input
by amplifying the signal for greater dynamic range. The
signal then passes out of terminal 6 through a low pass
filter 504. Low pass filter 504 has a cut-off frequency of
about 90 kHz. The filtered signal then enters terminal 14
and amplifier 505 and a switch 506, which selects be-
tween the playback and record modes. From switch 506
the signal exits chip 200 through exit terminal 16 and
reenters at input terminal 21. Clamp 508 clamps the
video signal assuring that the sync signals are at the
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specified value. The signal is next transmitted to sub
emphasis circuit 510 which amplifies the high frequency
portion of the signal. Sub emphasis circuit 510 outputs
the signal to main emphasis circuit 512 which is coupled
to white/dark clip 514. White/dark clip 514 in conjunc-
tion with main emphasis circuit 512 assures that the
white and black voltage levels in the video signal are at
the appropriate value. The main emphasis circuit 512
also further amplifies the high frequency components
which are easily lost in the recording process. The em-
phasized signal then exits circuit 200 at terminal 38 and
reenters at terminal 37 where it is coupled to multi-
vibrator 516. Multi-vibrator 516 is a voltage controlled
oscillator which is modulated by the video signal to
produce an FM signal. The FM signal is passed through
a record FM limiter 518 which limits the peak value of
the FM signal to avoid oversaturating the tape. This is
a dynamic range compression. This signal is then output
from terminal 2 of VCR circuit 200 to cassette recor-
der/player 240.

In this way the video signal produced by light con-
tacting CCD array 160 is converted into a frequency
modulated signal and stored on audio tape in a cassette
recorder operating at an augmented speed. Cassette
recorder/player 240 is a stereo unit having two chan-
nels available for recording purposes. In the preferred
embodiment the video signal is stored on one channel of
the tape and the audio signal is stored in real time on the
second channel. As a result, during playback the audio
signal is played back in precisely the same way as on a
standard stereo cassette player. On the other hand the
second channel containing the video images must be
separately processed.

As shown in FIG. 2 when cassette player 240 is in its
playback mode the output of the channel storing the
video information passes through coil 230, switch 220
and playback preamplifier 250 prior to entering VCR
circuit 200 at video input 204. Video input 204 corre-
sponds to terminal 32. The stored signals, amplified by
amplifier 520, leaves VCR circuit 200 at output terminal
36 and reenters at input terminal 44 to enter the play-
back FM limiter 522 which minimizes the effects of
amplitude variation due to tape characteristics. The
signal is then input to muitivibrator 516 and then into a
multiplexer 524. As shown in FIG. 8 the video signal is
a frequency modulated digital signal. However, the
signal output at output terminal 4 of VCR circuit 200 is
a pulse width modulated digital signal. This pulse width
modulated signal output from terminal 4 drives transis-
ter 526 to produce an analog video signal which is fed
into low pass filter 504. Due to the positioning of switch
506 the signal output from low pass filter 504 enters
amplifier 528 which adjusts the gain to make the ampli-
fication of the record and playback signals equal. The
amplified signal then enters circuit 200 at terminal 9
where it enters a dynamic deemphasizer circuit 530
which deemphasizes the high signals emphasized by
sub-emphasis circuit 510 and main emphasis circuit 512
in the recording process to provide natural gray tones.
Next, the video signal enters a noise cancellation circuit
532 which utilizes a differential amplifier circuit to elim-
inate noise in a conventional manner. The signal next
passes through switch 506 out terminal 16 and in play-
back input terminal 22. The signal enters a playback
luminance/chroma mixer which is utilized for adjust-
ment of colors. In video terminology Y =brightness or
luminance level and C=color or chroma information.
In a first preferred embodiment a black and white tele-
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8

vision picture is provided. However, the system is easily
configured for a color system. The signal then enters an
amplifier 536 and a driver circuit 538 prior to being
output at terminal 25. The signal which is ocutput is an
automatic gain controlled video output signal corre-
sponding to the signal output from terminal 205 in FIG.
2

As described above, this analog signal is converted
from an analog to a digital signal, input to one of the
two frames of memory in RAM 280 and then output to
television 310 through a D/A converter 290 and RF
modulator 300. While the system is shown in FIG. 2
with a standard television set, a dedicated monitor
which does not require an RF modulator may be also
used.

Resistors and capacitors utilized in conjunction with
VCR circuit 200 for biasing or timing circuit purposes
in accordance with standard practice have not been
added for clarity of description. In a preferred embodi-
ment VCR circuit 200 is a Sanyo LA 7306M VLSI chip.
Other comparable chips or discrete components can be
utilized to perform the same function.

Reference is next made to FIG. 9 wherein a graph
showing the relationship between the output voltage
Voand the product of the intensity of incident light and
time is shown for a CCD array. As shown, the output
voltage Vo increases linearly as the product of the time
and light increases up to a saturation voltage Vs. Above
the saturation voltage there is no significant additional
output voltage for additional incident light. As a result,
it is desireable to operate the CCD array in the linear
portion of the curve. In relatively low light situations
the CCD array will normally operate in the linear
range. However, as the brightness of the light increases
such that the product of the brightness of the light and
the sampling period for each pixel extends into the satu-
ration region, a loss of the gray scale in the black and
white embodiment and a lack of color distinctiveness in
the color embodiment results.

Thus, in a high light situation the CCD array can be
made to operate in its linear range only by reducing the
intensity of the light or reducing the sampling period for
the CCD array. Varying the intensity of the light is
difficult, cumbersome and not well suited to rapid and
constant adjustment. In a changing light situation it is
desireable to constantly adjust the time of exposure of
the CCD array.

Reference is next made to FIG. 10 wherein a block
diagram of a CCD array chip 160 constructed in accor-
dance with the preferred embodiment of the invention
is depicted. Chip 116 includes a charge coupled device
image area 162 with 120 columns and 90 rows or lines.
Image lines 1 through 90 are represented by I3, I, . . .
Igo. Chip 160 also includes a storage area 162 and a shift
register circuit 163. The lines in storage area 162 are
likewise identified as Sy, Sy, . . . Sop. Shift register 163 is
designed to shift the 90 lines of video information from
image area 161 to storage area 162, from which it can be
read out. However, shift register 163 also can shift data
in the opposite direction. In the ordinary course of
operation the signal created in image area 161 is shifted
to occupy the 90 lines of storage area 162 under the
control of a 15 Hz clock. However, there are situations
in which the light contacting the image area 161 during
the 1/15th of a second extends into the saturation re-
gion.

The CCD array does not operate at the standard TV
rate. As a result, the components do not have to func-
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tion at the extremely high operating speeds of standard
TV components and there is time to inexpensively pro-
cess the data.

To appropriately adjust the exposure time of the
CCD array for operation in the linear rather than the
saturation region, an auto irising area 164 is established
within storage area 162. The auto irising area 164 in a
preferred embodiment is the center 40% of the image or
storage areas. The signals in this auto irising area is
integrated and compared with an optimal value. Based
on this comparison a determination is made whether the
exposure time should be increased or decreased. The
time required to transfer a frame of data from image
area 161 to storage area 162 is significantly less than the
exposure time. For example, in the preferred embodi-
ment the CCD array shifts 90 lines of image data in
about 40 ps whereas the CCD array integrates the inci-
dent light for about 60 ms, a ratio of 1:1500.

If the integration of the auto irising section 164 deter-
mines that the CCD array is being overexposed to inci-
dent light, at an appropriate time, the shift register per-
forms a reverse transfer transferring a “black” signal to
all 90 lines I1~Igg of the image area 161. This has the
effect of causing whatever image has already been
stored in the image area to migrate upward and off of
the image area. To assure that the voltage does not
accumulate on the upper rows of image area 161 the
reverse transfer generally transfers several additional
“black” lines into image area 161. After the reverse
transfer is completed image area 161 again begins inte-
grating the light received at each of the pixel locations.

If too much light is detected in the integration of the
auto irising area, the time at which the reverse transfer
operation occurs is delayed to later in the 15 Hz cycle.
This results in the exposure time during which the CCD
array integrates light for transfer to the storage area to
be reduced. On the other hand, if the integration of the
auto irising area determines that the CCD array can
integrate additional light without saturating, the period
during which the CCD integrates light for transfer to
the storage area can be increased. This is achieved by
performing the reverse transfer operation earlier in the
15 Hz cycle.

In a preferred embodiment the auto irising system is
capable of adjusting the exposure time to 90 levels, one
level each frame. This 90:1 irising is equivalent to about
6 F stops of adjustment. The automatic gain control
amplifiers in VCR circuit 200 adds two more F stops of
adjustability. Further, by adding a mechanical optical
filter in the optical path the filter can act as an indoor-
outdoor switch which shifts the CCD array’s sensitivity
between the range of lighting generally encountered
indoors and outdoors. If the system is set for the indoor
position, and there is too much light even with the
maximum auto irising adjustment, the camcorder can
signal the user to change the indoor-outdoor switch
from the indoor position to the outdoor position. Like-
wise, under low light situations the camcorder can alert
the user to shift the indoor-outdoor switch from the
outdoor position to the indoor position. This further
expands the breadth of F stops in which the camcorder
can be effectively utilized.

Additional lenses such as telephoto, zoom and wide
angle lenses can be added to the camcorder, either sepa-
rately or on a rotatable ring in the unit. Add on compo-
nents such as a playback light or playback monitor can
also be added to the camcorder.
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Accordingly, a camcorder which utilizes a small
matrix CCD array which operates slower than the stan-
dard TV rate is provided. The resolution of the smaller
array is entirely sufficient for many applications and
provides the benefit of increased time for processing.
This allows for significant signal manipulation, such as
the auto irising adjustment, which replaces manual sys-
tems for adjusting incident light levels and minimizes
the need for constant light conditions. The rate conver-
sion between the slow scan CCD array and the high
speed standard video signal is performed using the ping-
pong RAM as a high speed video source.

Accordingly, a high quality, lower resolution cam-
corder, which minimizes the need for user adjustment
while maintaining uniformly high quality reproduction
with simple components at extremely low cost is pro-
vided.

It will thus be seen that the objects set forth above,
among those made apparent from the preceding de-
scription, are efficiently attained and, since certain
changes may be made in the above constructions with-
out departing from the spirit and scope of the invention,
it is intended that all matter contained in the above
description or shown in the accompanying drawings
shall be interpreted as illustrative and not in a limiting
sense.

It is also to be understood that the following claims
are intended to cover all of the generic and specific
features of the invention herein described and all state-
ments of the scope of the invention which, as a matter of
language, might be said to fall therebetween.

What is claimed is:

1. A video apparatus for storing video images on a
recording medium, comprising:

camera means for converting light images into elec-

trical video signals; the camera means including
lens means for focusing light and first integrater
means for integrating the light focused by the lens
means; the lens means being an aspheric lens;
processing means coupled to the camera means in-
cluding means for converting the electronic video
signals into a low bandwidth frequency modulated
storage signal with a bandwidth substantially lower

_ than a standard television video signal; and

recording means coupled to the processing means for

storing the low bandwidth frequency modulated
storage signal on an audio cassette having a stan-
dard speed allowing storage of an audio bandwidth
signal, the recording means including drive means
for driving the audio cassette at higher than normal
speed to increase the bandwidth storage capacity
of the audio cassette and recording head means for
storing the low bandwidth frequency modulated
storage signal on the audio cassette.

2. A video apparatus for storing video images on a
recording medium, comprising:

camera means for converting light images into elec-

trical video signals; the camera means including
lens means for focusing light and first integrater
means for integrating the light focused by the lens
means;

processing means coupled to the camera means in-

cluding means for converting the electronic video
signals into a low bandwidth frequency modulated
storage signal with a bandwidth substantially lower
than a standard television video signal;

recording means coupled to the processing means for

storing the low bandwidth frequency modulated
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storage signal on an audio cassette having a stan-
dard speed allowing storage of an audio bandwidth
signal, the recording means including drive means
for driving the audio cassette at higher than normal
speed to increase the bandwidth storage capacity
of the audio cassette and recording head means for
storing the low bandwidth frequency modulated
storage signal on the audio cassette, and the lens
means including a front lens face and a back lens
face, the back lens face being spherical and the
front lens face being a concave aspheric surface
located at the center of curvature of the spherical
back lens face.

3. The video apparatus of claim 2 wherein the front
lens face and back lens face are formed integrally as a
single lens.

4. A video apparatus for storing video images on a
recording medium, comprising:

camera means for converting light images into elec-

trical video signals and including lens means for
focusing light and first integrater means for inte-
grating the light focused by the lens means;
processing means coupled to the camera means in-
cluding means for converting the electronic video
signals into a low bandwidth frequency modulated
storage signal with a bandwidth substantially lower
than a strandard television video signal; .
recordoing means coupled to the processing means
for storing the low bandwidth frequency modu-
lated storage signal on an audio cassette having a
standard speed allowing storage of an audio band-
width signal, the recording means including drive
means for driving the audio cassette at higher than
normal speed to increase the bandwidth storage
capacity of the audio cassette and recording head
means for storing the low bandwidth frequency
modulated storage signal on the audio cassette; and
a second integrater means for integrating a portion of
the signal representative of the integratd light on at
least a portion of the first integrater means and
producing an intensity signal; a comparator means
coupled to the second integrater means for com-
paring the intensity signal with a predetermined
value, said comparator means producing a first
signal if the intensity signal and predetermined
value are equal and a second signal if the intensity
signal is greater than the predetermined value; and
an incident light control means coupled to the
comparator means for varying the time of integra-
tion of the first integrater means, the incident light
control means maintaining the time of integration
of the first integrater means constant upon receipt
of the first signal and the incident light control
means decreasing the time integration of the first
integrater means upon receipt of the second signal.

S. The video apparatus of claim 4 wherein the com-
parator means further produces a third signal if the
intensity signal is less than the predetermined value and
the incident light control means increases the time of
integration of the first integrater means upon receipt of
the third signal.

6. The video apparatus of claim 5 wherein the first
integrater means has a preset overall time of integration
and the actual time of integration of the first integrater
means is a portion of the overall time of integration.

7. The video apparatus of claim 4 wherein the first
integrater means is a charge coupled device having
image sensing means for separately integrating the light
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incident on a matrix of pixels and producing discrete
electrical signals representative of the light incident on
each pixel, image storage means for storing a previously
integrated matrix of pixels and shift control means for
controlling movement of electrical signals between the
image sensing means and the image storage means.

8. The video apparatus of claim 7 wherein the inci-
dent light control means causes said shift control means
to clear the image sensing means at a time determined
by receipt of one of the first signal, second signal and
third signal.

9. The video apparatus of claim 7 wherein the charge
coupled device has a 90X 120 pixel matrix.

10. The video apparatus of claim 4 wherein the first
integrater means is a charge coupled device having a
linear integration region and a saturation region and the
predetermined value is set to avoid integration by the
charge coupled device in a saturation region.

11. The video apparatus of claim 4 wherein the first
integrater means has a preset overall time of integration
and the actual time of integration of the first integrater
means is a portion of the overall time of integration.

12. The video apparatus of claim 4 wherein the sec-
ond integrater means integrates the signal representa-
tive of the central portion of the first integrater.

13. The video apparatus of claim 4 wherein the sec-
ond integrater means integrates the signal representa-
tive of the central portion of the first integrater.

14. The video apparatus of claim 4 wherein the lens
means is an aspheric lens.

15. The video apparatus of claim 4 wherein the lens
means includes a front lens face and a back lens face, the
back lens face being spherical and the front lens face
being a concave aspheric surface located at the center
of curvature of the spherical back lens face.

16. The video apparatus of claim 4 wherein the front
lens face and back lens face are formed integrally as a
single lens.

17. A video apparatus for storing video images on a
recording medium, comprising a camera means for
converting light images into electrical video signals, the
camera means including a lens means for focusing light,
a first integrater means for integrating the light focused
by the lens means and further comprising a second
integrater means for integrating a portion of the signal
representative of the integrated light incident on at least
a portion of the first integrater means and producing an
intensity signal; a comparator means coupled to the
second integrater means for comparing the intensity
signal with a predetermined value, said comparator
means producing a first output if the intensity signal and
predetermined value are equal and a second signal if the
intensity signal is greater than the predetermined value;
the incident light control means coupied to the compar-
ator means for varying the time of integration of the
first integrater means, the incident light control means
maintaining the time of integration of the first integrater
means constant upon receipt of the first signal and the
incident light control means decreasing the time inte-
gration of the first integrater means upon receipt of the
second signal;

a processing means coupled to the camera means for
converting the electrical video signals to a fre-
quency modulated storage signal; and

a recording means coupled to the processing means
for storing the frequency modulated storage signal.

18. The video apparatus of claim 17 wherein the
comparator means further produces a third signal if the
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intensity level is less than the predetermined value and
the incident light control means increases the time of
integration of the first integrater means upon receipt of
the third signal.

19. The video apparatus of claim 18 wherein the first
integrater means is a charged coupled device having
image sensing means for separately integrating the light
incident on a matrix of pixels and producing discrete
electrical signals representative of the light incident on
each pixel, image storage means for storing a previously
integrated matrix of pixels nd shift control means for
controlling movement of electrical signals between the
image sensing means and the image storage means.

20. The video apparatus of claim 19 wherein the shift
control means is adapted to shift the discrete electrical
signals in the image sensing means to the image storage
means and to fill the image sensing means with black
signals.

21. The video apparatus of claim 20 wherein the
incident light control means cause said shift control
means to blacken the image sensing means at a time
determined by receipt of one of the first signal and
second signal.

22. The video signal of claim 21 wherein there are a
plurality of intervals for said shift control means to
blacken the image sensing means.

23. The video apparatus of claim 22 wherein there are
90 intervals.

24. The video apparatus of claim 23 wherein the 90
intervals produces a light sensitivity equal to about six F
stops.

25. The video apparatus of claim 17 wherein the first
integrater means is a charged coupled device having
image sensing means for separately integrating the light
incident on a matrix of pixels and producing discrete
electrical signals representative of the light incident on
each pixel, image storage means for storing a previously
integrated matrix of pixels and shift control means for
controlling movement of electrical signals between the
image sensing means and the image storage means.

26. The video apparatus of claim 25 wherein the shift
control means is adapted to shift the discrete electrical
signals in the image sensing means to the image storage
means and to fill the image sensing means with black
signals.

27. The video apparatus of claim 26 wherein the
incident light control means cause said shift control
means to blacken the image sensing means at a time
determined by receipt of one of the first signal and
second signal.

28. The video apparatus of claim 27 wherein there are
a plurality of intervals for said shift control means to
black the image sensing means.

29. The video apparatus of claim 28 wherein there are
90 intervals.

30. The video apparatus of claim 29 wherein the 90
intervals produces a light sensitivity equal to about six F
stops.

31. The video apparatus of claim 25 wherein the
charge coupled device operates in a linear region and in
a saturation region and the predetermined value is set to
avoid integration by the first integrator means in its
saturation region.

32. The video apparatus of claim 17 wherein the first
integrater means has a preset overall time of integration.

33. The video apparatus of claim 32 wherein the
preset overall time of integration is one fifteenth of a
second.
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34. The video apparatus of claim 17 further compris-
ing filter means for filtering a portion of the light images
intensity.

35. The video apparatus of claim 34 wherein the filter
allows adjustment of the video apparatus from a day
light mode to an indoor mode, thereby further increas-
ing the sensitivity of the video apparatus to varying
light intensities.

36. The video apparatus of claim 17 wherein the
processing means further includes means for converting
the electronic video signals into a low bandwidth fre-
quency modulated storage signal with a bandwidth
substantially lower than a standard television video
signal.

37. The video apparatus of claim 36 wherein the
recording means further stores the low bandwidth fre-
quency modulator storage signal on an audio cassette,
having a standard speed allowing storage of an audio
bandwidth signal, the recording means including drive
means for driving the audio cassette at higher than
normal speed to increase the bandwidth storage capac-
ity of the audio cassette and recording head means for
storing the low bandwidth frequency modulated stor-
age signal on the audio cassette.

38. The video apparatus of claim 37 further compris-
ing an audio storage means for storing a real-time audio
signal on the audio cassette.

39. The video apparatus of claim 37 further compris-
ing switching means for switching the video apparatus
from a record mode where video images are stored on
an audio cassette to a playback mode where the stored
images are read off the audio cassette and displayed on
a video display, the recording means further comprising
playback head means for converting the stored signal to
a playback low bandwidth frequency modulated stor-
age signal in the playback mode when the drive means
drives the audio cassette, said processing means in the
playback mode further comprising means for convert-
ing the playback low bandwidth frequency modulator
storage signal to an analog low bandwidth video signal,
and output means for converting the low bandwidth
video signal to a higher frequency standard television
bandwidth video signal.

40. The video apparatus of Claim 39 wherein the
output means includes analog-to-digital conversion
means for converting the low bandwidth video signal to
a digital low bandwidth video signal; digital storage
means coupled to the analog-to-digital conversion
means including memory means for storing two com-
plete frames of digital low bandwidth video signal, one
frame being a storage frame and the other frame being
an output frame, and control means for repeatedly out-
putting the contents of said output frame of the digital
low bandwidth video signal as a digital standard televi-
sion bandwidth video signal until the storage frame has
stored a complete frame of digital low bandwidth video
signal, and then making said output frame said storage
frame and making said storage frame said output frame;
and digital-to-analog conversion means coupled to the
digital storage means for converting the digital standard
television bandwidth video signal to an analog standard
television bandwidth video signal suitable for display on
a monitor. '

41. The video apparatus of claim 40 further compris-
ing radio frequency modulator coupled to the digital-to-
analog conversion means for converting the analog
standard television bandwidth video signal to a stan-
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dard television video signal adapted to be received by a
television set.

42. The video apparatus of claim 17 wherein the lens
means is an aspheric lens.

43. The video apparatus of claim 17 wherein the lens
means includes a front lens face and a back lens face, the
back lens face being spherical and the front lens face
being a concave aspheric surface located at the center
of curvature of the spherical back lens face.

44, The video apparatus of claim 43 wherein the front
lens face and back lens face are formed integraily as a
single lens.

45, The video apparatus of claim 17 wherein the lens
means focuses light incident from about 1 meter to
infinity without adjustment.

46. The video apparatus of claim 17 wherein the lens
means focuses light from about 1 inch to infinity with-
out adjustment. :

47. The video apparatus of claim 17, wherein the
second intégrater means integrates the signal represen-
tative of the central portion of its first integrater.

48. A video camera apparatus for converting light
images into electrical video signals, comprising a lens
means for focusing light, a first integrater means for
integrating the light focused by the lens means and
further comprising a second integrater means for inte-
grating a portion of the signal representative of the
integrated light incident on at least a portion of the first
integrater means and producing an intensity signal; a
comparator means coupled to the second integrater
means for comparing the intensity signal with a prede-
termined value, said comparator means producing a
first output if the intensity signal and predetermined
value are equal and a second signal if the intensity signal
is greater than the predetermined value; and incident
light control means coupled to the comparator means
for varying the time of integration of the first integrater
means, the incident light control means maintaining the
time of integration of the first integrater means constant
upon receipt of the first signal and the incident light
control means decreasing the time integration of the
first integrater means upon receipt of the second signal.

49. The video camera apparatus of claim 48 wherein
the comparator means further produces a third signal if
the intensity level is less than the predetermined value
and the incident light control means increases the time
of integration of the first integrater means upon receipt
of the third signal.

50. The video camera apparatus of claim 48 wherein
the first integrater means is a charter coupled device
having image sensing means for separately integrating
the light incident on a matrix of pixels and producing
discrete electrical signals representation of the light
incident on each pixel, image storage means for storing
a previously integrated matrix of pixels and shift control
means for controlling movement of electrical signals
between the image sensing means and the image storage
means.

51. The video camera apparatus of claim 50 wherein
the shift control means is adapted to- shift the discrete
electrical signals in the image sensing means to the
image storage means and to fill the image sensing means
with black signals.

52. The video camera apparatus of claim 51 wherein
the incident light control means cause said shift control
means to blacken the image sensing means at a time
determined by receipt of one of the first signal and
second signal.

§3. The video camera apparatus of claim 51 wherein
the first integrater means is a charged coupled device
having image sensing means for separately integrating
the light incident on a matrix of pixels and producing
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discrete electrical signals representative of the light
incident on each pixel, image storage means for storing
a previously integrated matrix of pixels and shift control
means for controlling movement of electrical signals
between the image sensing means and the image storage
means. :

54. The video camera apparatus of claim 53 wherein
the shift control means is adapted to shift the discrete
electrical signals in the image sensing means to the
image storage means and to fill the image sensing means
with black signals.

55. The video camera apparatus of claim 54 wherein
the incident light control means cause said shift control
means to blacken the image sensing means at a time
determined by receipt of one of the first signal and
second signal.

56. The video camera apparatus of claim §5 wherein
there are a plurality of intervals for said shift control
means to blacken the image sensing means.

57. The video camera apparatus of claim 56 wherein
there are 90 intervals.

58. The video camera apparatus of claim 57 wherein
the 90 intervals produces a light sensitivity equal to
about six F stops.

59. The video camera apparatus of claim §5 wherein
there are a plurality of intervals for said shift control
means to blacken the image sensing means.

60. The video camera apparatus of claim 59 wherein
there are 90 intervals.

61. The video camera apparatus of claim 60 wherein
the 90 intervals produces a light sensitivity equal to
about six F stops. .

62. The video camera apparatus of claim 50 wherein
the charge coupled device operates in a linear region
and in a saturation region and the predetermined value
is said to avoid integration by the first integrater means
in its saturation region.

63. The video camera apparatus of claim 48 wherein
the first integrater means has a preset overall time of
integration.

64. The video camera apparatus of claim 63 wherein
the present overall time of integration is one fifteenth of
a second. :

65. The video camera apparatus of claim 48 further
comprising filter means for filtering a portion of the
light images intensity.

66. The video camera apparatus of claim 65 wherein
the filter allows adjustment of the video apparatus from
a day light mode to an indoor mode, thereby further
increasing the sensitivity of the video apparatus to vary-
ing light intensities.

67. The video camera apparatus of claim 48 wherein
the lens means is an aspheric lens.

68. The video camera apparatus of claim 48 wherein
the lens means includes a front lens face and a back lens
face, the back lens face being spherical and the front
lens face being a concave aspheric surface located at the
center of curvature of the spherical back lens face.

69. The video camera apparatus of claim 48 wherein
the front lens face and back lens face are formed inte-
grally as a single lens.

70. The video camera apparatus of claim 48 wherein
the lens means focuses light incident from about 1 meter
to infinity without adjustment.

71. The video camera apparatus of claim 48 wherein
the lens means focuses light from about 1 inch to infinity
without adjustment.

72. The video camera apparatus of claim 48 wherein
the second integrater means integrates the signal repre-

sentative of the central portion of its first integrater.
* * * * *
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